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IN  1930  St.  Paul’s  Parish  celebrated  the  hundredth  anni¬ 
versary  of  its  founding  and  of  the  consecration  of  the 
present  church.  At  first  a  chapel  of  Trinity,  it  did  not 
become  an  independent  parish  until  1845.  Therefore  in 
this  year  of  Our  Lord  1 945  we  are  celebrating  another  cen¬ 
tennial.  The  history  published  in  1930  was  very  complete 
up  to  that  date.  The  object  of  this  present  booklet  is  to 
describe  the  events  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  being  three  years 
of  Mr.  Weir’s  rectorate,  the  seven  years  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 
McKenny  (now  Dean  of  the  Cathedral  in  Hartford)  was 
rector  j  and,  after  a  year’s  interim,  the  four  years  under  the 
present  rector,  Rev.  Warren  E.  Traub. 

The  present  chronicle  begins  in  the  fall  of  1930  in  the 
midst  of  Mr.  Weir’s  successful  rectorate. 

St.  Paul’s  Church  was  fortunate  at  this  time  in  having  very 
valuable  Teacher  Training  Courses.  Owing  to  Mr.  Weir’s 
position  on  the  Diocesan  Board  of  Religious  Education  it 
was  possible  to  secure  as  leaders  outstanding  authorities,  such 
as  Prof.  Robert  Seneca  Smith  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School. 
Large  groups  of  persons  besides  the  teachers  attended  the 
course  and  received  a  great  deal  of  spiritual  help. 

At  the  request  of  Bishop  Acheson  a  missionary  rally  for 
the  New  Haven  Archdeaconry  was  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
New  Haven,  December  2,  1931,  to  give  up-to-the-minute 
information  about  the  work  of  our  Church  at  home  and 
abroad.  To  the  request  that  clergy  come  with  their  choirs 
and  people,  there  was  a  whole-hearted  response.  There 
were  340  in  the  choir,  all  vested,  and  filling  the  center  aisle 
of  the  church  on  both  sides,  the  whole  length  of  the  nave. 
St.  Paul’s  choir  and  the  50  clergy  were  seated  across  the 
entire  front  of  the  nave  and  in  the  chancel  forming  a  huge 
cross.  The  twenty  processional  crosses  were  brought  to  the 
altar  rail,  where  a  special  rack  held  all  of  them  in  place,  the 
American  and  Christian  flags  flanking  the  crosses.  Flags  of 
all  countries  where  the  Church  has  missionary  work  were 
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hung  from  the  balcony.  The  flags  combined  with  the  vest¬ 
ments,  hoods  and  stoles  gave  a  colorful  tone  to  the  whole 
service.  When  those  in  the  procession  had  taken  their  places 
all  of  the  1,200  seats  in  the  church  were  occupied.  We  were 
honored  in  having  this  great  service  at  St.  Paul’s. 

At  the  New  Haven  Archdeaconry  Presentation  Service'  of 
the  Church  School  Missionary  Offering  at  Trinity  Church, 
Branford,  (May,  1932),  the  Diocesan  Banner  was  awarded 
to  St.  Paul’s  School  by  Bishop  Acheson.  The  rating  was 
based  upon  certain  standards,  including  increased  enrollment, 
increased  missionary  offering,  training  of  teachers  and  the 
training  of  young  people  through  summer  schools  and  confer¬ 
ences.  At  this  service  our  Church  School  Missionary  Offer¬ 
ing  of  $  1 ,0 1 3.48  was  presented,  the  largest  we  have  ever  had. 

Mr.  Weir  instituted  the  Harvest  Festival  Service  which 
has  become  a  custom  at  St.  Paul’s.  Each  year  on  the  Sunday 
before  Thanksgiving  the  church  is  beautifully  decorated  with 
grain,  pumpkins,  fruit  and  vegetables.  In  procession  dur¬ 
ing  the  singing  of  an  appropriate  hymn,  the  congregation, 
including  the  Church  School,  place  their  offerings  of  food 
and  money  near  the  chancel  of  the  church.  All  this  food 
is  distributed  to  needy  families  to  complete  their  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day  meal.  Mr.  Weir  was  rector  when  many  of  St. 
Paul’s  people  were  under  great  strain  financially.  To  meet 
this  situation  the  relief  work,  which  has  always  played  such 
an  important  part  in  the  life  of  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  was  very 
definitely  something  to  enlist  everyone’s  interest.  There  was 
a  Clothing  Committee,  a  Food  Committee,  and  also  an 
Employment  Committee.  The  people  responded  generously 
to  these  calls,  and  the  needs  were  met  promptly.  It  is 
believed  that  this  work  meant  much  to  both  the  “giver”  and 
the  “receiver,”  and  brought  the  people  together  as  one 
family. 

The  death  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Hall  occurred  during  Mr. 
Weir’s  rectorship.  The  following  extracts  are  taken  from 
the  Parish  bulletin:  “The  Parish  sustained  a  great  loss  in 
the  passing  of  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Hall,  who  all  her  life  was 
a  loyal  member  and  devoted  worker.  .  .  .  She  was  an  Asso- 
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date  of  the  Girls’  Friendly  Sodety  .  .  .  member  of  the  vestry 
for  seven  years,  being  the  first  choice  of  the  voters  when 
it  was  decided  to  have  women  in  that  body,  and  did  an 
untold  amount  of  good  visiting  families  in  the  Parish.”  The 
assistant  minister  at  this  time  was  the  Rev.  William  G. 
Wright.  Just  before  coming  to  St.  Paul’s  he  was  graduated 
from  General  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York.  Mr. 
Wright  was  an  earnest  worker  with  a  fine  personality. 

In  July,  1933,  Mr.  Weir  resigned  from  St.  Paul’s  Church. 
The  feelings  of  the  people  are  expressed  in  this  article  from 
the  Parish  bulletin:  “It  was  with  deep  regret  that  the  Parish 
learned  of  the  resignation  of  its  rector,  Rev.  Howard  R. 
Weir.  Mr.  Weir  leaves  us  to  take  up  a  larger  work  at  Holy 
Trinity,  Philadelphia.  The  six  years  of  his  ministry  at  St. 
Paul’s  have  been  years  of  blessing  to  the  people  and  he  leaves 
the  Parish  in  splendid  condition,  with  increase  in  numbers 
and  in  ways  of  service  to  the  community.  His  has  been  an 
earnest  and  warmhearted  ministry.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed,  and  will  be  followed  to  his  new  work  by  the  good 
wishes  and  sincere  prayers  of  St.  Paul’s  people.”  Also,  in 
the  record  of  a  Parish  meeting:  “The  resolution  sets  forth 
that  since  Mr.  Weir  came  to  this  Parish  in  February,  1928, 
the  Church  has  prospered,  its  membership  has  increased,  and 
the  Parish  has  grown  in  scope  and  vitality.  An  especial 
note  of  pride  is  the  statement  that  the  rector  has  been  able  to 
carry  relief  to  the  point  where  no  one  connected  with  the 
Church  is  obliged  to  depend  upon  outside  agencies  for  the 
necessities  of  life.” 

When  Mr.  Weir  left  for  his  new  rectorate  in  Philadelphia 
in  September  of  1933,  Mr.  Wright  was  appointed  Minister- 
in-Charge,  and  the  committee  named  to  select  a  rectoi 
included:  Mr.  John  W.  Hutt,  Chairman,  Dr.  Orville  F. 
Rogers,  Messrs.  William  O.  Pardee,  George  S.  Barnum, 
George  E.  Steele,  and  Charles  P.  Thompson,  Jr.;  and  Misses 
Mary  Louise  Pardee,  and  Elizabeth  Gessner.  At  a  special 
Parish  meeting  held  on  September  14,  the  Rev.  Arthur  F. 
McKenny  was  unanimously  chosen,  and  soon  accepted  the 
call,  arranging  to  come  to  St.  Paul’s  in  November. 


Arthur  F.  McKenny 

ELEVENTH  RECTOR 
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Mr.  McKenny  had  studied  at  several  universities,  receiv¬ 
ing  degrees  from  Hobart  College  and  the  Yale  Divinity 
School.  He  was  ordained  deacon  in  1929,  and  priest  in 
1930,  had  served  in  France  during  the  first  World- War,  and 
for  four  years  had  been  an  assistant  to  Dr.  John  Lewis  at 
St.  John’s  Church,  Waterbury.  He  came  to  St.  Paul’s  from 
a  chaplaincy  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Wright  had  resigned  as  assistant 
minister,  and  accepted  a  call  to  become  rector  of  Trinity 
Church,  Newtown,  Conn.  He  and  Mrs.  Wright  left  for 
Newtown  on  November  15,  leaving  many  warm  friends 
behind  them.  The  new  assistant  who  was  welcomed  along 
with  Mr.  McKenny  was  the  Rev.  Donald  J.  Campbell. 

Mr.  McKenny’s  gentle  and  gracious  ways,  and  the  high 
spiritual  level  of  his  sermons,  enriched  by  a  wide  range  of 
reading,  soon  endeared  him  to  the  congregation  of  St.  Paul’s. 
All  of  his  new  flock  had  opportunity  to  welcome  him  and 
Mrs.  McKenny  and  Mr.  Campbell  at  a  reception  preceding 
the  dinner  at  the  Annual  Parish  Meeting  on  January  30, 

1934. 

During  the  year  1 933  to  1 934  the  Church  School  increased 
its  enrollment  from  295  to  352 j  and  a  Junior  Group  of  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary  was  formed. 

In  February  of  1935  “St.  Paul’s  Church  Family  Nights” 
were  instituted — four  Wednesday  evenings  including  supper 
at  the  Parish  House,  fellowship,  and  the  stimulus  of  classes 
(headed  by  Dr.  Fleming  James,  Mr.  Charles  S.  Campbell, 
Mrs.  A.  Grant  Noble,  and  Mr.  McKenny).  This  plan  was 
continued  a  year  later  in  a  series  of  six  such  evenings. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Campbell,  Mr.  McKenny’s  assistant, 
was  called  to  be  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  in 
Providence,  and  left  to  begin  his  ministry  there  in  June  of 

1935.  It  was  with  regret  that  the  Parish  saw  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  leave.  During  the  summer  the  assistantship  was 
accepted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Batchelder,  who  had  been 
associated  with  Mr.  McKenny  at  St.  John’s  Church  in  Water¬ 
bury,  and  had  afterwards  been  rector  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church 
in  Ferguson,  a  suburb  of  St.  Louis. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul’s  in  December  of 
that  year,  Miss  Eunice  W.  Barney  presented  her  resignation, 
to  become  effective  on  January  1,  of  1936.  She  had  been 
Parish  Secretary  for  twenty-five  years,  serving  under  five 
different  rectors.  A  committee  of  the  vestry  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  resolution  expressing  the  deep  sense  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  which  members  of  the  Parish  felt  for  her  long  and  fine 
service.  She  continued  as  a  faithful  attendant  until  the  time 
of  her  death  in  February,  1945. 

During  Mr.  McKenny’s  rectorate,  the  relations  between 
St.  Paul’s  and  other  churches  of  the  city  were  particularly 
close.  When  the  New  Haven  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
New  Haven  Council  of  Religious  Education  were  merged  in 
1  935,  Mr.  McKenny  became  the  first  president  of  the  newly 
formed  New  Haven  Council  of  Churches,  and  served  in  this 
office  for  some  years.  He  welcomed  inter-church  activities, 
and  exchanged  pulpits  willingly.  During  his  first  few  years 
at  St.  Paul’s,  he  arranged  to  have  the  seven  meditations  of 
the  Good  Friday  Service  given  by  local  Protestant  ministers; 
later  on,  the  plan  came  to  be  a  little  different,  the  seven  medi¬ 
tations  being  taken  by  the  two  clergy  of  St.  Paul’s  and  two 
others  who  belonged  to  its  congregation,  Prof.  Charles  B. 
Hedrick  and  Canon  Arthur  Chase. 

During  this  period  there  were  many  special  services  and 
other  events  of  note  held  in  St.  Paul’s  Church.  On  June  3, 
1934,  a  great  Missionary  Rally  for  all  Churches  of  the  New 
Haven  Archdeaconry  gathered  here  writh  President  Remsen 
B.  Ogilby  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  and  Dr.  John  W. 
Wood,  of  the  National  Council,  as  speakers.  A  mass  meeting 
of  the  parishes  of  the  New  Haven  Archdeaconry  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  “Forward  Movement”  was  held  in  our  Church 
on  January  18,  1936.  Another  special  service  of  that  year 
was  the  first  meeting  in  the  New  Haven  Archdeaconry  of  the 
Daymen’s  Feague  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  held  at  St.  Paul’s 
on  January  14,  1936.  A  dinner  at  St.  Paul’s,  sponsored  by 
the  New  Haven  Archdeaconry,  for  the  Rev.  Robert  Bell  of 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  a  former  assistant  in  this  Parish, 
was  held  on  October  15  of  the  same  year.  St.  Paul’s  took  its 
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share  in  the  National  Preaching  Mission  of  1937,  when  Mr. 
McKenny  conducted  the  radio  services  in  January,  and  three 
special  services  of  the  Mission  were  held  at  St.  Paul’s  in 
March. 

In  the  last  month  of  1936,  on  December  2  and  3,  after  an 
interval  of  eight  years  during  which  no  Parish  Fair  had 
seemed  possible  because  of  the  depression,  St.  Paul’s  invited 
New  Haveners  to  its  Parish  House  for  the  “Rainbow  Fair,” 
which,  under  the  very  able  leadership  of  Mrs.  C.  P.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Jr.,  cleared  over  $800  for  the  extension  of  the  heating 
plant  and  other  Parish  purposes,  and  promoted  friendliness 
and  good  will  and  a  co-operative  spirit  among  its  parishioners. 

Miss  Florence  M.  Horne  died  in  1937,  a  beloved  Parish 
Visitor  for  sixteen  years,  and  close  to  the  hearts  of  all  the 
Parish.  She  was  memoralized  in  the  Parish  leaflet  of  Octo¬ 
ber  3  of  that  year.  Mrs.  Archie  Price  was  welcomed  as  new 
head  of  the  Church  Home  in  that  same  month,  and  has 
served  ever  since,  not  only  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  her 
household,  but  with  the  approbation  and  increasing  affection 
of  the  whole  Parish. 

A  sense  of  great  loss  came  to  all  the  people  of  St.  Paul’s 
when  their  former  rector,  the  Rev.  Howard  R.  Weir,  died 
in  New  Haven  on  September  1,  1937,  after  a  short  illness. 
The  loss  of  the  whole  Church  was  also  great,  for  he  was  at 
the  height  of  his  power  and  effectiveness.  A  very  beautiful 
memorial  service  for  him  took  place  at  St.  Paul’s  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring.  Later  there  was  established  a  special  fund  bear¬ 
ing  his  name  to  help  pay  summer  camp  and  conference 
expenses,  and — at  the  Rector’s  discretion  to  be  used  foi 
social  service  and  religious  instruction. 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Guild,  the  evening  group  of  St.  Paul’s 
Woman’s  Auxiliary,  celebrated  its  20th  anniversary  on  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1938. 

Many  activities  instituted  earlier  had  gone  on  during  these 
years  of  Mr.  McKenny’s  rectorate:  sending  young  people  to 
camps  and  conferences  every  summer,  an  interchange  of  hos¬ 
pitality  between  St.  Paul’s  and  Mr.  Gilbert’s  rural  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Durham,  occasional  meetings  of  the  Parish  Council 
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begun  by  Mr.  McKee  j  and  the  splendid  relief  work  among 
St.  Paul’s  parishioners  made  necessary  by  the  depression. 
Members  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  never  found  it  necessary  dur¬ 
ing  those  trying  years  to  go  to  city  authorities  for  help. 

Mr.  Batchelder  had  shown  great  ability  in  social  work, 
and  was  elected  president  of  the  New  Haven  Social  Work¬ 
ers’  Club  for  1939-1940.  He  had  been  deeply  interested  in 
the  Parish  relief  work  just  referred  to,  and  had  helped  to 
institute  a  counseling  service  at  St.  Paul’s  carried  on  for  a 
time  by  Miss  Mary  L.  Griffith,  who  had  been  trained  at 
Grace  Church,  Providence.  On  June  26  of  1939  it  was 
announced  that  Mr.  Batchelder  had  accepted  a  call  to  St. 
James’  Church,  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  He  remained 
with  St.  Paul’s  until  the  middle  of  September,  having  mar¬ 
ried  on  June  29  Miss  Catherine  Steele,  daughter  of  a  warden 
of  St.  Paul’s.  He  was  instituted  as  rector  of  St.  James’  on 
October  5  of  that  year. 

The  Girls’  Friendly  Society  of  the  Parish,  The  Girls’ 
Friendly  Candidates,  and  the  Church  School  had  reached  a 
high  level  of  attendance  before  this  time  (the  Girls’  Friendly 
Society  with  the  inclusion  of  the  Candidates  had  been 
reported  as  numbering  114  in  the  year-book  of  1936),  but 
about  this  period  began  to  decline  in  numbers — perhaps 
parti v  because  of  shifts  of  population  in  the  city  and  outside 
of  it.  It  was  a  time  when  the  public  school  system  of  the  city 
was  noting  such  shifts,  and  giving  up  the  use  of  certain  of  its 
buildings,  and  the  decline  in  St.  Paul’s  younger  groups  may 
have  been  related  to  the  same  changes.  Those  who  moved 
further  out  from  town  still  wished  to  be  counted  as  loyal 
members  of  St.  Paul’s,  but  became  less  regular  in  attendance. 

On  Sunday  evening,  October  26,  1939,  a  largely  attended 
and  splendid  service  of  intercession  for  Great  Britain  was 
held  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  with  the  Rev.  E.  Frank  Salmon, 
of  Holy  Trinity,  Philadelphia,  as  the  preacher. 

In  the  autumn  of  1939,  after  Mr.  Batchelder  had  left  St. 
Paul’s,  Mr.  McKenny,  looking  about  for  an  assistant,  found 
no  one  so  desirable  as  Mr.  Warren  E.  Traub,  then  a  Senior 
at  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School.  Mr.  Traub  was  ready  to 


Warren  E.  Traub 
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accept  the  call  on  the  condition  of  beginning  his  work  imme¬ 
diately  after  graduation,  and  did  so. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Traub  was  welcomed  to  the  Parish  in  the 
summer  of  1 940.  In  December  of  that  year  a  sad  blow  came 
to  its  members  in  the  news  that  Mr.  McKenny  had  been 
called  to  the  deanship  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral  in  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  accepted  this  call  to  larger  opportunities,  and  left 
for  his  new  work  on  January  1,  1941.  The  Parish  leaflet  said 
of  him  soon  after:  “In  quiet  simplicity  he  went  about  among 
us,  sharing  in  our  joys  and  sorrows,  relieving  distress,  setting 
before  us  all  a  life  radiant  writh  friendliness  and  love,  and 
growing  ever  closer  to  our  hearts.  .  .  .  He  goes  to  his  new 
work  as  Dean  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Hartford,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  our  prayers  for  his  future  years,  and  long  to  be 
remembered  here  for  his  brotherly  relations  with  those  of 
other  communions,  for  his  gracious  kindliness  to  all  whose 
lives  he  touched,  and  for  the  high  spiritual  quality  of  his 
preaching  and  living.” 

After  Mr.  McKenny  left  St.  Paul’s,  the  Rev.  Warren  E. 
Traub,  assistant  to  Mr.  McKenny,  was  appointed  acting 
priest-in-charge.  He  had  been  a  worker  in  the  Church 
School  while  studying  at  Berkeley,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  in  St.  Paul’s  Church  on  June  1 8,  1940.  As  acting 
priest-in-charge,  he  worked  alone  except  for  the  valuable 
assistance  of  Canon  Arthur  Chase  in  taking  services  and 
preaching.  The  Rev.  John  Krumm,  while  doing  postgradu¬ 
ate  work  at  Yale  Divinity  School,  often  preached  and  helped 
in  other  ways. 

In  the  fall  of  1941,  though  without  a  rector,  the  women  of 
the  Parish  planned  a  large  bazaar  to  raise  money  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  Parish  House.  Under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Thompson,  Jr.,  it  was  held  in  November,  lasted 
two  days  with  supper  both  nights,  and  was  a  great  success. 

A  special  Parish  meeting  was  called  December  4  to  elect 
a  new  rector.  The  committee,  Dr.  Orville  Rogers,  Chair¬ 
man,  presented  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Warren  E.  Traub, 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  congregation.  Mr.  Traub, 
before  studying  for  the  ministry,  had  been  a  successful 
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engineer  with  three  degrees  from  Columbia  University,  given 
in  1928,  1929,  and  1930.  His  home  church  was  St.  Paul’s, 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  but  while  in  business  in  New ’York  he 
attended  St.  Bartholomew’s,  being  a  member  of  the  choir  and 
a  teacher  of  a  large  class  of  young  people.  It  was  while  there 
that  he  was  given  the  opportunity  to  enter  the  ministry. 
While  younger  and  less  experienced  than  most  of  St.  Paul’s 
rectors,  it  was  felt  he  had  great  possibilities,  and  he  had 
already  won  the  affection  of  the  people.  A  year  later,  Miss 
Jeanette  Benson  resigned  as  Director  of  Religious  Education, 
after  thirteen  years  of  efficient  work.  Beginning  early  in  Mr. 
Weir’s  rectorate  her  faithful,  loving  and  constructive  wrork 
had  given  her  a  wide  influence  among  the  young  people. 

The  year  1941  saw  the  beginning  of  the  Servers’  Guild 
which  has  grown  to  be  a  very  fine  organization,  keeping 
young  men  and  boys  in  close  touch  with  the  Church. 

The  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  war  made  hard 
conditions  in  all  churches  by  eliminating  so  many  of  the 
young  people — one  hundred  and  sixty-five  young  men  and 
women  are  represented  by  the  stars  on  our  service  flag,  which 
was  the  gift  of  the  parents  of  those  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  The  customary  Wednesday  morning  communion  is 
now  a  service  of  intercession  for  them  and  the  offering  is 
given  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Commission  Fund  of  our 
Church.  Those  in  the  service  of  their  country  are  prayed 
for  by  name,  and  letters  are  written  to  them  regularly  by  the 
Rector.  Many  interesting  replies  have  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Almost  all  of  our  servicemen  wear  the  Church 
War  Cross,  sent  upon  request  through  their  parents. 

In  January,  1943,  the  Rev.  G.  Earl  Daniels  was  called  to 
be  Associate  Minister.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  graduate  of  the  Yale 
Divinity  School.  He  held  successful  pastorates  in  the  middle 
west  in  the  Church  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  but  came  over 
into  the  Episcopal  Church  and  studied  for  a  year  at  Berkeley 
Divinity  School  in  1939.  He  was  ordained  and  went  to  Col¬ 
linsville,  Conn.  In  January,  1943,  he  began  work  at  St. 
Paul’s  where  he  has  been  a  great  help  to  the  Rector  and  has 
endeared  himself  to  all. 
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Mr.  Daniels  has  made  the  Church  School  his  especial  work. 
After  war  came  and  gasoline  was  rationed,  the  attendance 
fell  off,  as  the  families  live  so  far  from  the  Church.  Most 
Church  Schools  decreased  in  attendance  at  this  time,  but 
while  the  School  has  become  smaller,  the  curriculum  is 
excellent  and  the  children  are  being  trained  to  understand 
and  love  the  Church.  Mr.  Charles  R.  Colladay  has  given 
much  time  and  thought  to  the  duty  of  Superintendent  for 
several  years.  The  hour  has  been  changed  to  eleven  o’clock 
so  that  families  may  come  together. 

Two  interesting  events  have  occurred  during  the  present 
rectorship.  Mr.  Traub,  himself  a  fine  musician  along  both 
vocal  and  instrumental  lines,  arranged  for  a  musical  service 
on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  May  3,  1942,  at  which  time  the 
full  choir  of  60  voices  from  St.  Bartholomew’s  Church,  New 
York,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  David  McKay  Williams, 
visited  St.  Paul’s  and  rendered  an  excellent  program  closing 
with  the  “Hallelujah  Chorus.”  Over  seven  hundred  were 
present  and  many  have  asked  for  another  such  service  which, 
of  course,  must  wait  until  war-time  travel  restrictions  are 
removed. 

At  the  Rector’s  invitation,  Dr.  Williams  returned  in 
December  of  1943,  and  led  a  hymnal  conference  for  Con¬ 
necticut  clergy  and  organists  at  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School. 
The  success  of  this  event  called  for  a  second  conference.  This 
was  held  January  1  5,  1 945  at  St.  Paul’s  in  order  to  accommo¬ 
date  a  larger  number.  Again  the  clergy  and  organists 
throughout  the  diocese  were  invited,  also  clergy  of  all  other 
churches  in  the  city,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic.  There 
were  two  sessions,  afternoon  and  evening,  with  supper  served 
at  6:30.  Over  two  hundred  attended.  The  Rev.  Arthur  W. 
Farlander  from  Santa  Rosa,  California,  a  member  of  the 
Church  Hymnal  Commission,  gave  the  address  and  led 
hymn-singing.  Doctor  Williams  was  also  present  and  played 
the  accompaniments  on  organ  and  piano,  and  conducted  a 
choir  rehearsal.  The  visitors  were  most  enthusiastic.  Mr. 
Traub  led  ten  similar  small  meetings  about  the  diocese  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1 944. 
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The  members  of  St.  Paul’s  readily  contributed  toward  the 
purchase  of  the  Hymnal  of  1940.  It  was  ordered  as  soon  as 
it  was  available,  and  was  first  used  on  Christmas  1943.  The 
old  hymnals  were  distributed  to  missions  in  Connecticut  and 
New  York  City. 

In  the  fall  of  1943  the  women’s  work  in  the  Parish  was 
entirely  reorganized  according  to  a  unified  program  proposed 
by  the  Presiding  Bishop.  Community  groups  were  formed 
in  the  city  and  suburbs,  with  one  afternoon  and  one  evening 
group  meeting  in  the  Parish  House.  The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  consists  of  Mrs.  C.  P.  Thompson,  Jr.,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Clarence  C.  Hutt,  Vice-Chairman;  Miss  Mary  Louise 
Pardee,  Mrs.  Howard  R.  Weir,  Mrs.  Archie  Price,  Mrs. 
Charles  M.  Sheafe,  Miss  Mabel  Gessner,  Mrs.  Everett  Chis¬ 
holm,  Miss  Beatrice  Allien,  Miss  Louise  Bogart,  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  H.  Jackson.  Each  group  raises  money  for  a  general 
budget,  and  works  for  the  hospitals,  Visiting  Nurse  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  Church  missions.  Devotions  and  mission  study  are 
included  in  the  program.  Many  more  women  are  reached  in 
this  way.  There  are  ten  groups  with  a  total  membership  of 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  1942  Mrs.  C.  P.  Thompson,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Parish 
Visitor,  a  much-needed  office  which  she  fills  ably  and 
graciously. 

Under  Mr.  Traub’s  vigorous  and  enthusiastic  leadership, 
many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Church  property. 
The  Parish  House  has  been  redecorated  and  a  new  floor  laid 
in  the  large  hall.  The  Church  and  Chapel  were  both  re-deco¬ 
rated.  The  old  chandeliers  of  fine  design  were  found  to  be 
solid  brass  under  black  paint,  and  have  been  made  into  things 
of  beauty.  Repairs  on  the  east  tower  weie  necessary.  All 
these  have  been  done  and  paid  for;  and  yet  the  missionary 
apportionment  has  continued  to  be  overpaid,  the  women  s 
missionary  offerings  have  been  unusually  large,  and  theie  is 
a  balance  in  the  bank! 

There  have  been  some  beautiful  gifts — two  handsome 
silver  alms  basons  and  a  red  leather  set  of  prayer  book  and 
hymnal  for  use  in  the  chancel  were  given  in  memory  of  Dr. 
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Willard  B.  Soper.  Another  similar  set  of  prayer  books  was 
given  in  memory  of  Mildred  DeGroot.  A  beautiful  oriental 
rug  for  the  altar  steps  was  given  by  Mrs.  Howard  R.  Weir. 
It  has  been  announced  that  two  other  gifts  will  be  received 
wrhen  war  restrictions  on  materials  have  been  removed:  a 
carved  oak  credence  table  in  memory  of  Albert  W.  Kincaid; 
and  two  silver  alms  basons  in  memory  of  Dr.  Stanley  E. 
Armstrong. 

In  July,  1944,  Mr.  William  O.  Pardee  entered  the  larger 
life.  Throughout  his  life  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s,  he  con¬ 
stantly  and  unstintingly  gave  of  himself,  his  ability,  and  his 
time  in  support  of  the  work  of  the  church.  He  conducted 
many  of  the  church  canvassing  campaigns;  for  fifty  years  he 
served  successively  as  vestryman,  warden  and  treasurer. 

The  events  and  activities  of  these  fifteen  years  form  only 
the  body  of  the  organism  called  St.  Paul’s  Parish.  There  has 
been  a  steady  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life,  an  increasing 
reverence  and  beauty  in  the  services. 

The  aspirations,  the  struggles,  the  ventures  of  faith,  even 
the  gropings  and  mistakes  make  up  the  soul,  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  the  Parish. 

On  our  way  rejoicing 
Gladly  let  us  go; 

Conquered  hath  our  Leader, 

Vanquished  is  the  foe. 

Christ  without  our  safety; 

Christ  within  our  joy; 

Who,  if  we  be  faithful, 

Can  our  hope  destroy? 


Heckman 
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